
Region 4
(Blount, Chilton, Jefferson, St. Clair, Shelby and Walker Counties)

Name Title Org./Business Name

Blount
Kelly Cochran Alabama Power

Chilton
Penny Broussard Director Chilton County Chamber of Commerce

Joy Littleton Coordinator Chilton County Industrial Development

Jefferson
Russell Cunningham CEO Birmingham Regional Chamber of 

Commerce
Ronnelle Stewart VP Human Resources Brookwood Medical Center

Bobby Tom Crowe VP Human Resources Walter Industries

Steve Marlowe Workforce Development Alabama Power

Joe Hudson  Joe Hudson Auto Repair

Thomas Wilder Mgr, Comm. Dev. Alabama Gas Corp.

Smith Dalton Region 2020

John Middleton Brookwood Pharmaceuticals 

Jim Searcy Vice President Birmingham Metropolitan Development 
Bd.

Brad Cates Production Manager/Sr. Engineer I Brookwood Pharmaceuticals

Ruth Birchfield Director HR BE&K

Elaine Johnson President/CEO Birmingham Urban League

Skip Layne Construction Engineering Manager Rust Constructors

Jim Neill  VP, HR Motion Industries

Suzanne Respess Children's Hospital of Alabama

Ted VonCannon President Metropolitan Development Board

St. Clair
John Leigeber Plant Manager Gorbel, Inc.

Jim Ford HR Manager Ford Meter Box

Ed Gardner, Jr. Director St. Clair Economic Development Council

Janis Jones HR Manager Energy Absorption Systems, Inc.
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Shelby
James Dedes Director Shelby County Economic & Industrial 

Development Authority
Matt Mayo Vice President Regions Bank

Jennifer Trammell President & CEO Greater Shelby County Chamber

Walker
Bruce Hamrick Chairman Walker County Commission

David Knight Executive Director Walker County Economic and Industrial 
Development Authority 

Linda Lewis President  Chamber of Commerce

Penny Helberg HR Manager BAE Systems

Brandon Brown Operations General Manager Central States Manufacturing, Inc

Joel Tate President Walker Baptist Medical Center

Robbin Reed Allen Reed Energy

Bob Woods Alabama Power Company

Dr. Kim Ennis Asst. to Dean of Student Services Bevill State Community College

Multiple Counties
Charles Ball Executive Director Regional Planning Commission of 

Greater Birmingham

Ex-Officio
Valerie Vann North Area Co-Manager Career 

Center System
Bevill State Community College

Kathy Evans North Area Co-Manager Career 
Center System

Department of Industrial Relations

Dr. Neal Morrison Interim President Bevill State Community College

Dr. Perry Ward President Lawson State Community College

Dr. Judy Merritt President Jefferson State Community College

Valerie Richardson Acting President Gadsden State Community College

Dr. Stephen Franks President Central Alabama Community College

Dr. James Mitchell President George C. Wallace Community College

Dr. Vickie Hawsey President Wallace State Community College

Dr. Robert Exley President Snead State Community College
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Elizabet Tomasson Virginia College

Nancy McDonald Adult Ed Program Bevill State Community College

Gwen Ekundayo Adult Ed Program Lawson State Community College

Christopher Grindle Adult Ed Program Jefferson State Community College

Joe Cavender Adult Ed Program Gadsden State Community College

Bert Sims Adult Ed Program Central Alabama Community College

Lula Snowden Adult Ed Program Wallace State Community College

Kelley Blackwood Adult Ed Program Wallace State Community College

Other Ex-Officio 
Members

Career Center WFD Directors

WIB Directors/Chairs

AIDT

ATN

University Systems 
Representatives
Superintendents - Secondary 
Schools
Dept. of Rehab 

Senior Services

DHR Regional Director

Other key private training 
providers
Community- and faith-based 
organizations engaged in 
workforce development 
activities
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